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Urbandale Ranked One of the Best Places to Live for Second Year in a Row
Urbandale, Iowa ranked No. 40 on Money’s 2021-2022 “Best Places to Live” list. Money looks at cities and
towns across America with populations of at least 25,000 and then narrows the list by collecting and
analyzing more than 300,000 different data points. Money considers data about economic factors like cost of
living, economic opportunity, diversity, education, amenities, health and safety, housing, and overall quality of
life.
“We’ve made the ‘Best Places to Live’ list numerous times,” said Mayor Bob Andeweg. “Year after year,
Urbandale continues to rank nationally thanks to our outstanding amenities, amazing schools, and wonderful
residents and businesses.”
Urbandale’s population now exceeds 45,000 people and continues to grow steadily upward. Urbandale has
been busy this year planning with the Buccaneers hockey team and the City of Des Moines to build a new
arena at Merle Hay Mall. The new project will revitalize the area with a mix of housing, a new hotel, and
expand entertainment options. The City is also finishing phase one of a natural playscape park in western
Urbandale to compliment the 50+ miles of paved trails already in the community.
“Everything we have accomplished this year combines to make Urbandale feel like home,” said Mayor
Andeweg. “Money’s ranking is an endorsement of the work of city leaders, businesses, and residents.”

Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses program seeking applications
The 10,000 Small Businesses program was founded by Goldman Sachs to grow and create jobs by providing
greater access to education, capital, and business support for beginning business owners. This free program
assists in developing skills in areas such as financial statements, negotiation, marketing, and employee
management.
If interested, applications are available on the 10,000 Small Businesses website.

Iowa Bankers Association opens new headquarters in Urbandale
On October 14, 2021, the Iowa Bankers Association officially opened its new headquarters building on
Northpark Drive in Urbandale. The 60,000 square foot Class-A office building is home to the association as
well as Iowa Bankers Mortgage Corporation and Iowa Bankers Insurance and Services, Inc.

Recently Approved Projects in Urbandale
The City Council approved several new developments and projects the last two months. The following is a list
of the rezonings, plats and site plans which have recently moved forward:
Approved a Development Agreement with Premier Tech Prairie, Inc. for the construction of a new
R&D facility on Plum Drive.
Waterford Ridge Plat 2 Final Plat approval for 29 residential lots at 153rd Street and Waterford Road.
Waterford Pointe Townhomes Plat 2 approval for 37 townhomes at 142nd Street and Bentwood Drive.
Biltmore West Final Plat 1 approved to create 55 single family lots at 179th Street and Meredith drive.
Endorsed an IEDA application by WorldWide Logistics to build a 76,000 square foot headquarters
building at 12400 Meredith Drive. The new headquarters will facilitate the company to create 111 new
jobs in Urbandale.

Staying in Touch with Urbandale's Economic Development Team
We have built this newsletter and distribution list to stay in close contact with the valued business leaders,
partners and stakeholders that help the City advance its economic development goals. If you think someone
would value receiving this, please forward it. Archived editions and an opportunity to sign up to receive the
newsletter directly are here.
A great way to receive updates faster is to connect with the City of Urbandale on our various social media
channels.
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